After hearing all that Karlie Smick does, it’s understandable
to think, “Wow, that’s one busy high schooler.” Or “I bet her
grades have suffered because of her demanding schedule.”
Or even, “I’m sure it wasn’t THAT Ellen she met.”
Umm, wrong, wrong, and wrong again.
First of all, she’s 9, and doesn’t drive (as far as we know),
which is surprising considering how active she is.
Her grades are actually quite boring – and haven’t suffered a
bit: straight A’s at Copopa Elementary in Columbia Station.
And yes, it was that Ellen. Karlie earned a spot on the “Ellen
DeGeneres Show” because of … well, let her mother and
chauffer explain.
“Karlie has given up her birthday for the last three years so
she could raise money for local animal-rescue shelters,” KellyJean Smick said. “She raised several hundred pounds of food
and more than $2,500. And when we returned home after being
on the ‘Ellen’ ‘show, she had no ego or attitude, either.”
Who has time for ego when you’re representing your
community at several state festivals and fairs as “Little Miss
Liberty”? Or when you’re helping with projects at the church
your family attends? Or when you’re giving away your gently
used toys and clothing to the less fortunate?
“She also donates at our local food banks several times a
year,” her mother said.
Forget ego. Who has time for sleep when you’re as busy as
this third-grader?
“She takes great pride in helping others,” her mother said.
“I couldn’t be more proud of her.” Now that’s understandable.
And we’re sure Karlie appreciates earning The Chronicle’s
Kid With Character award, she’s probably just too busy to
enjoy it.
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