Career Profile
A weekly series devoted to providing information on career exploration


October is Manufacturing Month in Ohio and

right here in Lorain County. So we will be highlighting several careers in manufacturing. Manufacturing is the process of converting raw materials, components, or parts into finished goods that
meet a customer’s expectations or specifications.
Manufacturing has long been a cornerstone of
our national economy. This crucial sector is central
to the creation and retention of good jobs and a
good standard of living for working families.
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Bruce VanDyke (right), WEOL, and Mike Kaminski (left), Senior Growth and Innovation Advisor at
MAGNET, discuss manufacturing trends. Mike provided the keynote presentation at this year’s Manufacturing Month Kick-Off held at The Chronicle-Telegram. The event was presented by the Lorain
County Growth Partnership and focused on the opportunities and challenges facing manufacturers
as they search for skilled and qualified candidates to fill a wide variety of career openings.

Manufacturing is Strong in Ohio
and Manufacturers Need You!

There are thousands of manufacturers throughout Ohio – big ones, small ones and
everything in between.
They make practically anything you can imagine – from cars, paint and American
flags to jet engines, ATM machines and welding equipment. You name it, and Ohio
probably makes it.
The great news is that there are thousands of jobs available RIGHT NOW for skilled,
educated workers throughout Ohio.
Manufacturers need scientists, accountants, production technicians, engineers, IT
specialists, lawyers, marketing and public relations specialists. Manufacturers need all
kinds of people with all kinds of talent to succeed.
The reward is a well-paying job that provides you with an opportunity to earn a
great living right here in Ohio. The average compensation of a manufacturing employee in Ohio is $69,551 (2013) – that is more than $22,000 higher than other nonfarm employees in the state.
(Source: Promotional brochure entitled Manufacturing Careers in Ohio from MAGNET, Northeast Ohio Dream It
Do It, and Ohio Manufacturing Extension Partnership)

Did You Know?
The Ford Ohio Assembly Plant invested $168 million to shift production of its all-new 2016 Ford
F-650 and F-750 medium-duty trucks from Mexico to Lorain County. Opened in 1974, Ohio Assembly Plant employs nearly 1,400 hourly and 130 salaried workers. “Our investment in Ohio Assembly
Plant reinforces our commitment to building vehicles in America and to delivering best-in-class
commercial trucks,” said Joe Hinrichs, Ford President, the Americas. Ford is the only medium-truck
manufacturer that designs and builds its own diesel engine and transmission combination and
remains the only automaker to offer a gasoline-powered engine as an option.
(Source: Lorain County Growth Partnership’s Manufacturing Month October 2015 Lorain County flyer)

Prepare for a Career in Advanced
Manufacturing in Ohio
There are numerous educational and training institutions to help you turn your interests into a successful career within the reinvigorated manufacturing industry in Ohio.
• Career and technical centers, community colleges and universities offer the opportunity to
achieve certifications, associate degrees and
bachelor degrees in all disciplines in high demand by manufacturers.
• Students are introduced to manufacturing
careers through plant tours, shadowing and
mentoring experiences offered through the
schools.
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• Earning nationally recognized certifications in
manufacturing skills will help set you apart when
it comes to seeking careers with employers.
Many Ohio manufacturers’ websites also have
information about their opportunities and requirements, and how to prepare for them.
(Source: Promotional brochure entitled Manufacturing Careers
in Ohio from MAGNET, Northeast Ohio Dream It Do It, and Ohio
Manufacturing Extension Partnership)
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