Building
LifeSkills

Caring and Support
Young people experience support, care
and love from their families, neighbors,
and many others. They participate in
organizations that provide positive,
supportive environments.
Co-Sponsors of this page:
Lorain County Children Services
Lorain County Board of Mental Health
Lorain County Domestic Relations Court

Key Building Blocks to Help Kids Succeed
Search Institute identified 40 building blocks of healthy development that help young people grow up healthy, caring and responsible. These building blocks are referred to as “assets.”
Local schools have united in identifying monthly “asset” themes for schools and communities to help kids reach their potential. December’s theme is Caring and Positive values.

Vermilion seniors give back

Vermilion High School seniors take time to pose for a photo at Sherod Park in Vermilion before they begin clean up of the park.
by Erin Smith Vermilion High School, Counselor

the park include a swimming beach,
picnic table and a picnic shelter,
The Vermilion Local School District mission has
a playground, walking trails, and
been focused on providing students personalization
baseball fields. To help keep the
and encouraging leadership and service skills. Our
park beautiful, the Vermilion High
community has provided ongoing support to our
School seniors cleared the beach
schools and our students work to find way through
and the creek of scrap metal and
the school year to give back Whether it is in beach
litter. They removed driftwood that
clean ups, participating in Peer Leadership programs
had accumulated on the beach which ended up being
including Capes for Kids or military care packages
nearly five truckloads that they hauled out by hand.
or in working to strengthen positive school climate
The students also mulched the park and contributed by
through anti-bullying organizations like Move 2 Stand doing other general park upkeep.
the students of Vermilion High School are always
Another group of seniors volunteered at the Lucy
willing to step up and help. Senior Distinction Day is
Idol Center. The Lucy Idol center began in 1954 by Lucy
one tradition for Vermilion Schools. Every year the
Joyce Idol who was a Vermilion Kindergarten teacher.
senior class spends a day working in the community to The center provides services for individuals that are
give back. This year the senior class participated by
diagnosed as mentally disabled, physically disabled,
volunteering at Sherod Park and the Lucy Idol Center. developmentally delayed, traumatic brain injury,
Sherod Park is located on Route 6 about a quarter
multiple sclerosis, and cerebral palsy.
mile outside of the Vermilion city limits. Amenities at

Seniors Share
“The Vermilion community has
served and shown tremendous
support for the graduating class of
2016 over the course of the class’s
four years at Vermilion High School.
From cheering on the Sailors at athletic events and working concession
stands to funding the local scholarships that seniors were awarded at
the end of the year, the community
has been involved in and has walked
with this year’s seniors along the
path to graduation. To give back to
such a supportive community, the senior class participated in Distinction
Day, which was kicked off with an
appreciation breakfast, served by the
seniors, for Vermilion High School
staff and administrators. After the
subsequent senior superlative ceremony students traveled to either the
Lucy Idol Center or Sherod Park and
took to beautifying Vermilion.
Emily Konrad
“Senior Distinction day was very
rewarding in that we were able to
give back to the community. I had
the opportunity to go to the Lucy Idol
Center with many of the seniors to
plant flowers around the place and
freshen it up for the summer. This
was the last activity seniors were
able to partake in and we were able
to leave with a good memory that we
did something meaningful together.”
Ashley Hofstetter

