THE HOUSE
OF THE
SCORPION
by Nancy Farmer
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atteo Alacran, also known as Matt, is
not your average kid. First, he wasn’t
even born, he was harvested from a cow. His
DNA came from Matteo Alacran, an old ruler
of a country between Mexico and America
called Opium. Along Matt’s journey he meets
the Alacran Family where everyone hated
him for being a clone. In the Alacran house,
clones are used for a much different purpose.
As Matt tries to discover why he exists and
what his purpose is he meets some pretty
interesting people. Matt meets Maria, a small
little girl who has not had a mother since she
was ﬁve and her mom abandoned her. There
is also Tam Lin, a bodyguard for Matt and
El Patron, the original Matteo Alacran. Tam
Lin has made a very bad mistake which he
regrets. Matt also meets Celeia, his caregiver
since he was “born.” El Patron has been
cloning himself, and using his clones to stay
alive. Will Matt be just another victim, or
someone who is able to put an end to the
insanity?
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Who is your favorite Author and why?

J.K. Rowling because she writes the Harry Potter
books and they are really good books.

What genre do you prefer to read?
I like to read fiction.

Where do you learn about books you
might want to read in the future?

My brothers tell me about books and sometimes
I follow their advice and read them.

Where do you like to read best?

I like to read books in my room and in our family
reading chair.

When is your favorite time of the day
to read and why?

I usually like to read as soon as I get home from
school, or when I can’t fall asleep at night.
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