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Employment of healthcare occupations is projected to
grow 18 percent from 2016 to 2026, much faster than
the average for all occupations, adding about 2.3 million
new jobs. Healthcare occupations will add more jobs than
any other group of occupations. This projected growth
is mainly due to an aging population, leading to greater
demand for healthcare services.

For the last few weeks,
we featured...



More Facts

The type of work

SURGICAL
TECHNOLOGISTS
Korrine M Reed CST, BS

Advances in medical
technology have made surgery

• Maintain a proper sterile field during
surgical procedures.

safer, and more operations are being
done to treat a variety of illnesses
and injuries. In addition, the aging
of the large baby-boom generation
is expected to increase the need for
surgical technologists because older
people usually require more operations. Moreover, as these individuals
age, they may be more willing than
those in previous generations to seek
medical treatment to improve their
quality of life.

• Count sponges, needles, and instruments before and after operation.
• Scrub arms and hands and assist the
surgical team to scrub and put on
gloves, masks, and surgical clothing.
• Provide technical assistance to surgeons,
surgical nurses, or anesthesiologists.
• Prepare patients for surgery, including
positioning patients on the operating
table and covering them with sterile
surgical drapes to prevent exposure.

Senior Surgical Technologist / MetroHealth
Medical Center
Surgical Technology Instructor / Lorain County
Community College
Assist in operations, under the supervision of surgeons, registered
nurses, or other surgical personnel. May help set up operating
room, prepare and transport patients for surgery, adjust lights
and equipment, pass instruments and other supplies to surgeons
and surgeon’s assistants, hold retractors, cut sutures, and help
count sponges, needles, supplies, and instruments.

EARNINGS POTENTIAL
Annual Salary for 2016
Location
Low

Median

THE

High

FUTURE

United States ........... $31,720 ......$45,160 ....... $64,800
Ohio ......................... $29,350 ......$41,220 ....... $56,940

OUTLOOK

Cleveland-ElyriaMentor, OH PMSA .... $26,060 ......$41,330 ....... $57,860
O*Net Online, http://online.onetcenter.org

Pathways
to success:

Employment of surgical technologists is projected to grow 12 percent from 2016 to 2026,
faster than the average for all occupations.
Nationwide there were 99,800 individuals
employed as surgical technologists, and
approximately 3,820 in Ohio.

Surgical technologists typically need
postsecondary education. Many community colleges and vocational schools, as well
as some universities and hospitals, have
accredited programs in surgical technology. Programs range in length from several
months to 2 years, and they grant a diploma, certificate, or associate’s degree upon
completion. Admission typically requires a
high school diploma or the equivalent.
Surgical technologists are trained in the
care and safety of patients, sterilization
techniques, how to set up technical or robotic equipment, and preventing and controlling infections. In addition to classroom study, students also work in supervised clinical settings to gain hands-on experience.
Surgical first assistants may complete a formal education program in surgical assisting.
Others may work as surgical technologists and receive additional on-the-job training
before becoming first assistants.
In 2016, there were about 500 surgical technologist programs accredited by the Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs.

How did you become interested in your particular field?
My whole life I was always interested in the medical field. Doctors

and medical professionals have always fascinated me because of
their ability to make people feel better. I knew from a young age I
wanted to be able to do that, which prompted me to take the medical technology course with Mrs. Haney (who is still doing a wonderful job with the class) at Amherst Steele High School. It really
cultivated my interest in the field and solidified my decision to study
surgical technology and allied health post high school.

How did you get to where you are today?
I attended Lorain County Community College for surgical technol-

ogy and had various clinical experiences, but MetroHealth Medical
Center in Cleveland was by far my favorite placement. What I loved
about Metro was the high intensity trauma cases and the ability to
save lives. I also love that Metro will accept any person regardless
their ability to pay because everyone deserves quality healthcare
and the right to live. The staff there are amazing and the teamwork is unlike any other environment I have witnessed as a student,
instructor, or employee. I am currently working at Metro full time,
and recently took a position at Lorain County Community College to
teach Surgical Technology. What I love about teaching is the ability to use my direct experiences at work to teach others how to be
successful and prepared for the field, and inspire others to choose a
field that is so important to the community.

What skills or certifications do you think are needed to
be successful in this field?

With newer hospital standards, you must have a certification in

surgical technology and an associate’s degree in applied science. As
far as characteristics that will help in the position, you need to have
effective communication skills while working in a team atmosphere,
you should be physically able to keep up with the demands of the
job, you need to be mentally prepared to deal with emergencies
and trauma situations, and most importantly you need to have a
strong knowledge of what you’re doing and be passionate about
helping others.

 What changes have you seen in the last few years in
your industry?

The biggest changes I have noticed is that more hospitals are mov-

• Customer and Personal Service - principles and processes for providing
customer and personal services. This
includes customer needs assessment,
meeting quality standards for services, and evaluation of customer
satisfaction.
• Medicine and Dentistry - information
and techniques needed to diagnose
and treat human injuries, diseases,
and deformities. This includes symptoms, treatment alternatives, drug
properties and interactions, and
preventive health-care measures.

Sponsors

• English Language - structure and
content of the English language
including the meaning and spelling
of words, rules of composition, and
grammar.
• Education and Training - principles
and methods for curriculum and
training design, teaching and instruction for individuals and groups,
and the measurement of training
effects.

 What is the best part of your job?
The best part of my job is helping others. The most rewarding

experience is seeing someone on their worst day and then seeing
them weeks or a month later and they are on the mend to becoming healthy again. Just knowing I had something to do with that is
rewarding and makes all the stress of the job worth it.

 Do you have any words of advice for someone considering a career in your field?

My biggest piece of advice for someone considering the field is that

the job is really demanding and can be mentally taxing, so be sure
that it’s something you’re passionate about and prepared to handle.
I really love what I do, and that’s what makes everything worth it
for me.
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What Employers look for in individuals:

ing towards outpatient surgery centers which is creating more jobs
for surgical technologists. Continuing education is extremely important to ensure surgical technologists are updated on new surgical
procedures and medical advancements.

