Career Profile

A weekly series providing information on career exploration

Education is an important part
of life. The amount and type of
education that individuals receive is a major influence on both
the types of jobs they are able to
hold and their earnings. Lifelong
learning is important in acquiring
new knowledge and upgrading
one’s skills, particularly in this
age of rapid technological and
economic changes. The educational services industry includes a
variety of institutions that offer
academic education, career and
technical instruction, and other
education and training to millions of students each year.


More Facts

The type of work

SPECIAL
EDUCATION
TEACHERS

Nationwide, there were

• Assess students’ skills to determine
their needs

439,300 Special Education Teachers preschool through high school.
Those specializing in kindergarten
and elementary were 198,100
nationwide with approximately
7,630 in the state of Ohio.

• Adapt general lessons to meet the
needs of students
• Develop Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) for each student

Jennifer M. Ford
Intervention Specialist M/M
Franklin Elementary, Elyria City Schools

• Plan, organize, and assign activities that
are specific to each student’s abilities

• Implement IEPs, assess students’ performance, and track their progress

FUTURE

• Update IEPs throughout the school year
to reflect students’ progress and goals
• Discuss students’ progress with parents,
other teachers, counselors, and administrators

EARNINGS POTENTIAL
Annual Salary for 2016
Location
Low

Median

High

United States ........... $37,150 ......$57,040 ....... $90,260

Special education teachers work with students who
have a wide range of learning, mental, emotional,
and physical disabilities. They adapt general education lessons and teach various subjects, such as
reading, writing, and math, to students with mild
and moderate disabilities.

THE

OUTLOOK

Overall employment of special education
teachers is projected to grow 8 percent from
2016 to 2026, about as fast as the average
for all occupations. The employment growth
of special education teachers will vary by
type of institution. However, overall
demand will be driven by school enrollment and the need for special
education services.

Ohio ......................... $35,970 ......$57,810 ....... $80,040
Cleveland-ElyriaMentor, OH PMSA .... $42,960 ......$63,360 ....... $79,810
O*Net Online, http://online.onetcenter.org

Pathways to success:

substitute teacher which put me in the best position to finish
the graduate program and also get a feel for all the school
districts that I would potentially be working for. My substitute
teaching was done through a major outsourcing agency in
Northeast Ohio. Through this agency, I was able to experience
the work environment in multiple districts across Northeast
Ohio. I was a substitute for 2 years before completing my
program at Notre Dame College and receiving my licensure. I
then immediately took a position with Elyria City Schools for
the upcoming school year, and here I am! A proud employee
of Elyria City Schools!

What skills or certifications do you think are needed to be successful in this field?
 To be successful in this field one must have tough skin (can’t

take anything personal), be compassionate, responsible, flexible, extremely hard working, and most importantly, in it for
the right reasons, which is in the best interest of the students.

What Employers look for in individuals:

cal research methods; and the assessment and treatment of behavioral
and affective disorders.

• Clerical - administrative and clerical
procedures and systems such as word
processing, managing files and re• English Language - structure and concords, stenography and transcription,
tent of the English language including
designing forms, and other office
the meaning and spelling of words,
procedures and terminology.
rules of composition, and grammar.
• Psychology - human behavior and
performance; individual differences
in ability, personality, and interests;
learning and motivation; psychologi-

Sponsors

• Mathematics - arithmetic, algebra,
geometry, calculus, statistics, and
their applications.

State University, I volunteered at an at risk youth Boys and
Girls Club in a nearby neighborhood. It was here that I realized the many challenges that our youth (particularly minorities) faced each day. Challenges of which many of us would
never face in our lifetime. I decided from that point on, that
working with students that faced these challenges was what I
wanted to do. I wanted to help in any way that I could. Upon
graduation I returned home and sought the best graduate
school and career path to make my dream happen. Hence, I
attended Notre Dame College to receive my M. Ed.-K-12 Intervention Specialist M/M licensure.

How did you get to where you are today?
 After deciding on a graduate school and program, I became a

All states require special education teachers in public schools to have at least a bachelor’s
degree. Some require teachers to earn a degree specifically in special education. Others allow
them to major in elementary education or a content area, such as math or science, and pursue
a minor in special education.
Licenses, Certifications, and Registrations: All states require teachers in public schools to
be licensed in the specific grade level that they teach. A license frequently is referred to as a
certification. Those who teach in private schools typically do not need to be licensed.
Requirements for certification or licensure can vary by state but generally involve the following:
• A bachelor’s degree with a minimum grade point average
• Completion of a teacher preparation program and supervised experience in teaching,
which is typically gained through student teaching.
• Passing a background check
• Passing a general teaching certification test, as well as a test that demonstrates knowledge of the subject the candidate will teach.

• Education and Training - principles
and methods for curriculum and training design, teaching and instruction
for individuals and groups, and the
measurement of training effects.

How did you become interested in your particular
field?
 During my time spent in undergraduate school at the Virginia

What is the best part of your job?
 The best part of my job by far are the people! The students,

parents and my coworkers are definitely what keeps me going.

Do you have any words of advice for someone considering a career in your field?
My advice to anyone wanting or considering a career in my
field is to be in it for the right reasons, don’t be afraid to
make a mistake and to just keep swimming! And always remember that sometimes you are the best part of one of your
student’s day.

Elyria City School District
Ensuring that
each child
reaches his
or her full
potential

Sources: Occupational Information
Network, O*Net Online,
http://online.onetcenter.org.**
U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau
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• Teach and mentor students as a class, in
small groups, and one-on-one

